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DOWNTOWN SUFFOLK LIBRARY

HOW DID WE GET HERE?

Staff 
Engagement 

and SPL Vision
Public Input 

Generate 
Building 
Program

Review of 
Existing 
Library

Staff Review 
and Validation

Programming 
Charrette

Block 
Diagrams Final Report

Library Director
Library Staff

City Staff

2 Public Meetings
Online Survey

Community Engagement

Preliminary Building Program
Staff/Public Input

21st Century Libraries

Program Space
Physical Condition

Establish Priorities
Validate Program

Set Vision

Sticky Note Diagrams
Preliminary Bubble Diagrams

Refined Bubble Diagram
Renderings
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STAFF ENGAGEMENT

CITY OF SUFFOLK – STAFF INPUT
How does this fit in with Downtown Master Plan?

 City Manager’s Office
 Capital Programs and Buildings
 Planning and Community Development
 Public Works
 Public Utilities

SUFFOLK PUBLIC LIBRARY – STAFF INPUT
How does this fit with SPL Mission and Vision?

 Library Director and Asst. Director
 Youth and Family Services
 Outreach and Program Services
 Technology and Content Strategy
 Library Locations
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STAFF ENGAGEMENT:  Suffolk Public Library Vision

SPL GUIDING PRINCIPLES
 Library Turned Outward
 Collaborative-Team Approach
 Staff of Creators and Innovators
 Equity and Need-Based Services

21st CENTURY LIBRARY
TRENDS AND VISIONING
 Technology Hub
 Community Gathering Spaces
 24/7 Access and New Models of Service
 Library as Cultural/Education Center
 Maker Space – Hands on Learning
 Civic Connectors
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STAFF ENGAGEMENT:  Suffolk Public Library Vision
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STAFF ENGAGEMENT:  Preliminary Program Requests

24/7 Access Spaces
 Lobby
 Self-Checkout
 Hold Lockers

Library Spaces
 Book Collections
 Adult Collection and Reading Areas
 Youth and Family Services
 Teens

Creative Spaces
 Maker-space /Media Lab

Meeting Rooms
Staff Areas and Offices
Entrepreneur Incubator

Shared Workspaces for Entrepreneurs
Meeting Rooms

Outdoor Spaces / Events
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OUTREACH PROGRAMS – SERVE ENTIRE CITY
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT:  Public Meetings
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT:  Public Meetings
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

• Purpose to gather Public Input
• Visual Displays to get Feedback
• Online and in-person Surveys

• Staff and Architects engaged Citizens 
in conversations 

• Talked to Patrons at Library and 
Neighborhood



DOWNTOWN SUFFOLK LIBRARY FRONT ENTRY

EXISTING MORGAN LIBRARY
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EXISTING MORGAN LIBRARY – SITE PLAN
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EXISTING MORGAN LIBRARY

BUILDING: 14,500 SF
SITE: 1.01 acre
 2 levels, not ADA compliant
 Not historically significant
 Difficult to add onto to support new 

building program of 45,305 sf 
 Building systems need upgrading
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EXISTING MORGAN LIBRARY

MEETING SPACE AND SEATING
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EXISTING MORGAN LIBRARY

BOOK DISPLAY AND STACKS



DOWNTOWN SUFFOLK LIBRARYLIMITED STORAGE

EXISTING MORGAN LIBRARY



DOWNTOWN SUFFOLK LIBRARYDIGITAL SERVICES

EXISTING MORGAN LIBRARY



DOWNTOWN SUFFOLK LIBRARYDIGITAL SERVICES

EXISTING MORGAN LIBRARY



DOWNTOWN SUFFOLK LIBRARYYOUTH AND FAMILY AREA

EXISTING MORGAN LIBRARY



DOWNTOWN SUFFOLK LIBRARYMULTI-PURPOSE ROOM

EXISTING MORGAN LIBRARY
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EXISTING MORGAN LIBRARY

OFFICE AND STORAGE



DOWNTOWN SUFFOLK LIBRARYSTAFF WORK SPACE AND STORAGE

EXISTING MORGAN LIBRARY



DOWNTOWN SUFFOLK LIBRARYMOBILE LIBRARY OUTREACH – LOADING AREA

EXISTING MORGAN LIBRARY
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EXISTING AND PROPOSED SITE

• Public investment on 
Washington Street corridor

• Revitalize W. Washington St 
spurs private investment

• Creates a focal point at the end 
of Chestnut and Pine Streets 

• Opportunities for flanking 
developments near Library site

SITE OBJECTIVES
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CITY OWNED PROPERTIES
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DOWNTOWN MASTER PLAN

Education Focused

Residential Focused

Small Business Focused
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PROPOSED PROGRAM SUMMARY – 45,305 SF OVERALL

24/7 Spaces 865
Check-out Area 1,311
Book Collections and Seating 17,857
 Adult 4,129
 General 3,650
 Special 280
 Youth Services 3,645
 Youth Collections 4,153
 Teen Services 1,360
 Teen Collections 640
Tech Spaces 540
Maker Spaces 1,340
Meeting Spaces 4,275
Local History/Genealogy 1,005
Staff Spaces 5,788
Building Support 580
Circulation/Walls 11,744

DEVELOPMENT OF CONCEPTS:  Proposed Building Program

COMMON THEMES
 Space
 Flexibility
 Technology
 Furniture
 Collaboration
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DEVELOPMENT OF CONCEPTS:  Building Program and Adjacencies

Block Diagram Exercise – All Program Areas
1 colored square = 24’ x 24’ or 576 SF
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DEVELOPMENT OF CONCEPTS:  Building Program and Adjacencies

Block Diagram – A

Building Level 1 Building Level 2
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DEVELOPMENT OF CONCEPTS:  Building Program and Adjacencies

Block Diagram - B

Building Level 1 Building Level 2
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DEVELOPMENT OF CONCEPTS:  Building Program and Adjacencies

Block Diagram - C

Building Level 1 Building Level 2
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STAFF VALIDATION AND APPROVAL:  Building Program and Adjacencies

Staff Workshop Outcome
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STAFF VALIDATION AND APPROVAL:  Bubble Diagram – Level 1
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STAFF VALIDATION AND APPROVAL:  Bubble Diagram – Level 2
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 Public Library 

 Streetscape Connection to 
Municipal Center

 Spur Private Investment 

 Stimulate Evening Activities 
Downtown

 Downtown Historic District 
Design Guidelines  

 Lee and South Street 
Upgrades

 Chestnut St. Focal Point

PROPOSED DOWNTOWN LIBRARY ALONG WEST WASHINGTON ST.



DOWNTOWN SUFFOLK LIBRARY

REVITALIZE WEST WASHINGTON STREET
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PROPOSED EXTERIOR RENDERING



DOWNTOWN SUFFOLK LIBRARY

PROPOSED INTERIOR RENDERING
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PROPOSED INTERIOR RENDERING
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PROPOSED PROJECT COSTS

COST FACTORS
• Space needs established by Programming Study
• Serves as 21st Century Library to serves all areas of Suffolk
• Downtown Library is main “Hub” and Outreach Programs operate out of this facility  
• Construction Costs are increasing Industry Wide
• Escalation cost – increases every year

RENOVATE/ADDITIONS TO EXISTING LIBRARY $25,000,000
NEW LIBRARY AND ON-SITE IMPROVEMENTS $21,150,000
STREETSCAPE IMPROVEMENTS – W. WASHINGTON ST (LIBRARY SITE) $1,500,000
STREETSCAPE IMPROVEMENTS – W. WASHINGTON ST (UP TO CITY HALL) $2,400,000
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